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SAVE with a Federal Tax Credit on

up to $1'200 Energy-Efficient Hunter Douglas Shades*

HunterDouglas &%

Save when temps dip ® Help reduce your monthly utility costs with
Hunter Douglas shades specifically designed
to provide yearround insulation

¢ Contribute to a more sustainable
environment by lowering your energy use

Contact Us to Learn More

MARIGOLD

HOME

INTERIOR DESIGN & FURNISHINGS

Kingston/Rhinebeck
(845) 338-0800 | www.marigold-home.com

* For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, see the Manufacturer's Certification Statement and FAQs at www.hunterdouglas.com/tax-credit. Hunter Douglas and
its dealers are not tax advisors. Consult a tax professional regarding your individual tax situation and ability to claim a tax credit related to the purchase of the qualifying Duette® Honeycomb
Shades. © 2025 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas
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@IFT (CERTIFICATE BALE!

November 28 - December 30

$50 Gift Certificate [ $100 Gift Certificate) f$500 Gift Certificate
with a $60 Value® J\ with a $130 Value® J\ with a $700 Value*

*some exclusions apply. See website for details.

—«’} oo @ o {‘»_

Follow us on Instagram & keep a lookout
for our 12 Days of Christmas Sale!
@CrystalConnectionNew York

—*’>o’o’o<‘*—
_BSTORE (PLOSED FOR THE 4{OLIDAYS
December 31 - January 15
116 Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY
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Strike theright chord

Support Hudson Valley musicians this holiday season

by Karlie Flood

HIS HOLIDAY SEASON give

the gift of local music.
“Listening to music benefits

us individually and collec-

tively.” According to Healthline, “It can
boost memory, build task endurance,
lighten your mood, reduce anxiety and
depression, stave off fatigue, improve
your response to pain, and help you work

Aubrey Haddard.

outmoreeffectively.” Already it seemslike
the perfect gift. However, most Hudson
Valley musicians end up having a variety
of jobs just to make ends meet. So this
year don’t just give the gift of music but
keep it local and thank a local musician
for all the health and community they
build around us.

Adriana Wong — a community orga-
nizer, one of the founders of community
publication Good Neighboraswell asone
half of what she calls a “polyrhythmic
collective” created with David Cruz, aka
DJ Jams Bond — hosts dance parties
throughout Kingstonincluding Kingston
Techno, Bon Bon, and Aw Di Body. “We,
who make these parties and events hap-

Ginger Winn.

David Cruz aka DJ Jams Bond.

pen, don’t do it with the goal of making
a lot of money. In fact, most of the time
we don’t make any money at all.” Even
for their big parties that are successful
that have a lot of attendees (referencing
Kingston Techno’s sold out Halloween
party that reached a capacity of 500 at
Assembly Kingston) they are still not
paying themselves. Wong says of any
profits: “It all goes to infrastructure,

taxes, future events. It’s about commu-
nity. A lot of creators are doing this for
the love of community and for the love
of music. If there’s anything people can
do to support, buy a ticket and come!
If there’s multiple options for different
priced tickets and you have the means,
pay more ifyou can. If you don’t, you can
reach out, and we will more than likely
get you in. You can volunteer time. We



Happy Holidays and a
Happy New Year!

ert Tree Ser.,,-%
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Spero.

just really want people to come out and
show up and dance.”

If you're not sure when or where to
buy tickets for someone else then there

VINTAGE — ANTIQUES

Rt 28, 3 miles west of Phoenicia
Amazing, well priced, archival
clothing, furniture, accessories

BLUE BARN MARKETPLACE

est. 1979
845-688-2161 Open Fri-Sun 11-5

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED ° STy

COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE
FREE CONSULTATION

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878

Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E.
Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

Colton Thorn.

are local musicians who offer merch to
support them when they aren’t on tour.
Always check out websites and socials
to find out whether your favorite artist
has merch you can buy. Some artists
even have locally made items. You end
up supporting local on several fronts.
For example, local singer-songwriter Al
Olender has gorgeous merch designed
locally and printed locally. One can find
sweatshirts, tees, and hats online; or,

%

Permanent
Hair Removal

ANNE’S ELECTROLYSIS

INAWAINOA ATIY

James Felice.

preorder her sophomore album “The
Worrier” on either vinyl or CD, out Feb-
ruary 13 with her annual Alentine’s Day
concertdoubling as arelease show at the
Old Dutch Church in Kingston the same
day. Grab asweatshirtand tickets foryour
friend that needs to get out and dance.
Olender says, “Buying my merch means
that I can support myself. It is truly just
as important as coming to a show some-
times. Itallows me to make more records.



Gift & event guide

HV1 Holiday

7

It allows me to pay my rent. By wearing
something with my name on it, youre
encouraging people to find my music
too. I'm a small business, and buying my
merchandise is the most direct way that

you can support me. It truly changed my
entire year. And you are supporting the
designersthat create thismerch too. Art-
ist Portia Apple created thisart, Darlings’
Madi Taylor designed the layout, Lucy at

The Turning Mill printed it. Supporting
an independent artist means buying
their merch.”

Many musicians are artists of many
mediums so if you can’t support their

Woodstock Office.
National Reputation.

Joseph W. Belluck, Esq.

If you've been injured, call your hometown lawyer, Joe Belluck.

He specializes in car, truck, and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents, slip and fall cases,
work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma, medical malpractice and dangerous products.

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office. He guarantees
personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation. He can help you
recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages.

Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation

845-WOODSTOCK (845-966-3786)

$1 Billion

Recovered
for our
clients

$32 Million

Recovered
for construction worker
exposed to asbestos

www.bellucklaw.com

$7 Million

Recovered
for truck
accident victim

1D
=

BELLUCK LAW

Woodstock | New York City | Albany
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music, support their other en-
deavors. Callie Mackenzie, a
musician we featured in the
magazine last month, also works
as a social worker, a clay artist,
a nonprofit organizer, a conflict
navigator, and more. Support
Callie by stopping by the market
they organized full of BIPOC
vendors called Blok Party, or by
subscribing to her Patreon. Sub-
scriptions range from $5, $10,
or $15 a month, and can help
your favorite musicians sustain

to a friend! Sign up for
their newsletter or their
broadcast channel. Many
musicians post fun and in-
teresting videos so you can
get to know them. Ginger
Winn, for example, posts
snippets of new songs,
behind the scenes content,
and gives an inside look
into her songwriting.
Here is a list of a few
HV-based musiciansto get
you started on your search

through slower times.
Besides attending events, one Dead Unicorn.

of the easiest ways to support

your favorite musicians and creatives

is simply sharing on social media:

Taste of the Holidays

From the Tecchio Family ¥ ¥

Plave o Pagoy ana Pleatthy Potiday
and & 5 hodperovus CHlew UYear !

DOWNTOWN CAFg

91 Broadway, Kingston
Breakfast and Lunch (845) 338-3380
27 Broadway, Kingston

(845) 339-0921

New Leaf Holistic Health

31 Broadway, Kingston

(845) 331-2235 (845) 332-4110

repost a song, comment on a video, or
send the flyer for an upcoming show

La Florentina

Experience the unique flavor
of the wood burning oven
Fresh Pasta, fine wine, beer and full bar available
Catering all occasions ® Take-out available

Happy Holidays!
845-339-2455 ¢ 606 Ulster Ave. ¢ Kingston, NY 12401
laflorentinarestaurant.com ¢ laflorentina604@gmail.com

Open Tuesday - Thursday 2:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 11:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm - 10:00 pm, Closed Monday

bavEBoccro  for tickets to local shows,
merch to buy and just to
support by following:
Spero @sperosounds
David Cruz/DJ Jams Bond @the-
jamsbond
Al Olender @alolender
James Felice @cucumberguy
Maria and Mateo of @pulsodebarro_
Callie Mackenzie @musicalliemack
Ginger Winn @thegingerwinn
Frequency Collective @frequencycol-
lective
Colton Thorn @ctthorn
Dead Unicorn @deadfuckingunicorn
Aubrey Haddard @aub.had
Supportlocal this holiday season: your
community will thank you.

Hudson Valley Holiday
Gift & event guide

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Geddy Sveikauskas
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: Genia Wickwire

ADVERTISING: Lynn Coraza, Pam Courselle,
Elizabeth Jackson, Caroline Millicent,
Tobi Watson, Jenny Bella

PRODUCTION MANAGER: Joe Morgan

probucTioN: Diane Congello-Brandes,
Josh Gilligan

cIrRcuLATION: Dominic Labate
www.hudsonvalleyone.com

ON THE cover: Tinker Toys in
Woodstock holiday window display;
photo by Genia Wickwire

Ulster Publishing (est. 1972) is a Hudson
Valley media company with its office at
322 Wall Street in Kingston. For more info
on upcoming special sections, including
how to place an ad, call (845) 334-8200,
fax (845) 334-8202 or e-mail info@
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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There’s no better way fo
say how much you care than with a
T Mother Earth’s Storehouse gift card!

! Certified Organic Produce
Vitamins & Supplements | Bakery & Deli
Bulk ltems | Daily Lunch Specials

H motherearthstorehouse.com

300 KINGS MALL COURT * KINGSTON e 845-336-5541

Naccarato Insurance wishes you peace
and happiness this season.

Naccarato
INSURANCE

Truste for 60 Years k [4’[ ! ‘/‘) // J/”/ io‘/zéj!

Saugerties Kingston New Paltz
naccaratoinsurance.com
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Overlook Bakery’s cookie box makes a perfect gift

Holiday goodies

Wanter recipes from the your favorite bakeries

by Cloey Callahan

ITH THE COLD, crisp air
outside, the kitchen be-
comes the natural gath-
ering place for warmth.
A freshly baked treat makes the winter
warmer. With family and memories
all around, the smell of buttery, sug-
ary treat baking in the oven signals
that the holiday season has arrived.

To celebrate the flavors of this quieter,
colder stretch, we reached out to bakers
across the region and asked them their
favorite recipes. What are their custom-
ers’ most favorite winter treat?

Maple Cream Cookies
by Kelly’s Bakery

Ingredients:

Cookies:

Butter, soft 115 g
Maple Sugar 40 g
Sugar 25 g

Salt 14 tsp

Maple Syrup 5 tsp
AP Flour 130 g
Orange Zest 1 tsp

Fillings:

Butter, soft 30 g
Powdered Sugar 170 g
Salt 15 tsp

Maple Syrup 45 g
Vanilla Extract %5 tsp
Milk15 g

Method:

Cream all cookieingredients except AP
flour till fluffy

Add in flour and mixjust till combined

Wrap dough in plastic and chill for 30
minutes

If it’s sit overnight, let it sit at room
temperature for 15 minutesbeforerolling

Roll dough to 1/8” thickness

Cut with fluted round cutter and place
on parchment paper lined sheet tray

Bake at 300F for 20-25 minutes until
they begin to brown on the side

Make filling by mixing all ingredients
except milk till smooth. If the filling too
thick, add milk to soften it

Assemble cookies, store in a tightly
wrapped containersatroomtemperature
or freeze

Keepthisrecipe close athome, because
you won’t always find it freshly baked at
this Poughkeepsie-based bakery.

“Maple cookies are my guilty pleasure
during this season,” said Kevin Hamlin,
owner of Kelly’s Bakery. “Itry not to make
them. If we do, it would be a small batch
enough just for the counter, or I will be
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Taste of

the Holidays

Glve the GiIft of
fine dOINING and real
IRISh hospitality!

Holiday shopping made easy
25% off on all Gift card purchases
For a Limited Time Only!

Gastropub * Dining » Events Buy gift cards in person or online at

A Garvan’s Gift Certificate marinersharbor.com
is the perfect gift for the Send instantly by email or text — perfect last-minute gifts!
holidays or any occasion! ENTER PROMO CODE: GCHOLIDAY25 at check out
Call & Order Today! for online gift card purchases
215 Huguenot St., New Paltz Sale Valid 11/28/25 thru 12/25/25

Gift Cards not valid with any other promotion | Redeemable starting 1/1/26

(845) 255-7888 Serving Lunch and Dinner Wednesday thru Sunday Year Round

www.garvans.com 1 Broadway, Kingston, NY | 845-340-8051
Tues. - Sun. 12-9pm ¢ Closed Monday

WOODSTOCK WINE & LIQUOR
Your Village Wine Shop

www.woodstockwineandliquor.com

(845) 679-2669
Respecting Tradition.

Defying Convention.

Curated Wines & Spirits,

In every Style and
Price range.
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snacking on it every day.”

This holiday season, Kelly’s Bakery is
offering its special chocolate sourdough
filled with different dried or soaked fruits
on weekends. It’s one of those holiday
specials that their regulars get excited
about every year.

Cranberry Frangipane
Tart by Overlook Bakery

Tart crust

Butter, melted and cooled, 115 g
Sugar, 90g
AP flour, 175 g
Sat, 1g
Preheat oven to 350F In a mixing
bowl, add in flour, sugar, and salt. With

Taste of

the Holidays

Bread Alone Bakery in Boiceville.

| . FH}E @@&MELL Waterfront Dining

T RESTAURANT + BAR on the Historic Rondout

Visit us for the Holidays!

Check out our website for Holiday events

Global Fusion Cuisine Grounded in Comfort Food
Open 7 days a week « Lunch - Dinner * Drinks * Sunday Brunch

CornellKingston.com - 845-331-4283 - 100 Rondout Landing, Kingston, NY

Overlook Bakery in Woodstock
(above) has a variety of tarts,
cakes and cookies (below).

G
BRICKMEN

KITCHEN + BA

Modern dining that puts a global spin
on local Hudson Valley flavors.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

for Lunch, Dinner, & Drinks

BrickmenKingston.com
845.882.7425 | 47 N. Front St, Kingston, NY
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Local Foods

International
Foods

Fresh Produce
Kitchen Products
Gift ltems
Candy & Ice Cream

Open 7 Days | Awesome Staff!
784 Main Street, Margaretville
845 586-4177 | HGOM.net

|

Holiday,

FAMILY OWNED FOR 40+ YEARS

AMERICAS

 BEST VALUE INN

Hap Py

GROUP/EVENT DISCOUNT RATES

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet, fitness area and guest laundry.
Free Continental Breakfast - Handicap accessible rooms available.
1/4 mile to NYS Thruway - All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz - 845-255-8865 - www.abviofnewpaltz.com

For the
Holidays!

Chrlstmas Trces
Poinsettias, Wreaths

Holiday Showroom |§
filled with gifts,
collectibles &
everything you need

to decorate your tree!
L y,

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery: Our Delicious

Cider Donuts and more!
Order your Holiday
Favorites today!

- Gourmet Specialty Foods -

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
15 Rte. 299W, New Paltz

(845) 255-8050

OFFER VALID
11/28 - 12/31

Valid at both restaurants. Never Expires! Promotion not available online.
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the mixer on low speed, pour in melted
butter and mix until combined. You can
make the crust dough in a large bowl
and a wooden spoon if you don’t have a
mixer. Press dough evenly into a 9” tart
pan by hand, make sure the sides are
filled in. Use a measuring cup to help
you press in the sides firmly. Bake for 8
minutes. Once crust is out of the oven,
use the measuring cup to reshape the
sides and bottom of the crust. Set aside
to cool completely. You can make the
crust ahead and freeze it until you are
ready to bake the tart.

Frangipane:

Butter at room temperature, 115g
Sugar, 100g

Eggsatroom temperature, 100g (2 eggs)
Almond flour, 130g

Dec. 6-7

12-5 PM

\X/ﬁer
Wonderland Market

Wassaic Project 37 Furnace Bank Rd, Wassaic, NY

EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC OF THE HOLIDAYS AT

Christmas Eve
Serving a special a la carte

Holiday dinner menu
[2 noon - 5pm - Reservations Essential

New Year's Eve
3 Course Prix Fixe
Celebration Dinner Menu

Serving 3 - 9pm ~ $80 per person — Reservations Essential

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz

— (845) 255-7888 > www.garvans.com
Call or reserve online

Kelly’s Bakery features traditional holiday goodies.

Dec. Hh-14

12-5 PM

Vanilla extract, 8g
Almond extract, 1g
Salt, 1g

In a stand mixer with the paddle at-
tachment (or an electric hand mixer),
mix butter and sugar on high speed until
pale yellow and fluffy. Reduce speed to
low and add in eggs one at a time, then
the extracts. Scrap down the sides and
bottom of mixer. Add in almond flour
and salt, mix on low then medium speed
until just incorporated. Chill before us-
ing, or freeze until you're ready to bake
the tart. Just make sure it is thawed and
spreadable.

To assemble, preheat oven to 350F.
Spread frangipane into cooled crust
evenly, making a smooth surface. Add
on fresh cranberries, press them down
slightly, enough to cover the entire
surface. Sprinkle cinnamon sugar gen-
erously over cranberries, then sprinkle
raw almond slices along the edges of
the tart to make a wreath shape. Bake
for 25-30 minutes. Once tart is out of
the oven and cooled completely, re-
move it from the mold and serve with
powder sugar on top (or even better,
a la mode!).

Overlook Bakery makes frangipane
tarts all year with whatever fruits are in
season, but the Cranberry has become a
bakery favorite.

“We love this dessert because of the
combination of sweet and tart flavors,”
said Rosie DeVito, owner of Overlook
Bakery. “The almond filling and the
cranberry topping are unexpected, but
work sobeautifully. The sweet earthiness
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ofthe almond and the delightful tartness
of the cranberry on top is what keeps us
coming back to this pairing.”

DeVito suggests using fresh cranberries
in winter baking. Because of their firm
nature, they hold up well to long baking
times and add a pop of tart yet sweet
flavor to whatever you're baking.

“Weevenlike to use sugared cranberries
along with fresh rosemary as decoration
on our special, seasonal gingerbread
Christmas cakes on our holiday menu,”
said DeVito. “It looks so pretty, like a
wreath on top of your cake.”

Stop in if you don’t want to make the
frangipane tart at home, or pick up a
different treat like their holiday cookie

Taste of

the Holidays

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
All Day
9am -4 pm
Open Wednesday - Sunday

2356 RT 44/55 GARDINER
845-255-4949 * WWW.MIOGARDINER.COM
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK!

Hoffman’s Barn

M!Hﬂf |
EB[EHHFI

Antiques ~ Collectibles
1000s of Items

Hours: Fri. & Sat: 9 - 5:30, Sun. 10 - 5
or call for an appointment

www.hoffmansbarn.com

email: hoffmansbarnsale@yahoo.com

Buy & Sell (845) 758-5668
n 19 Old Farm Road, Red Hook, NY 12571

WE'RE READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Fill Your Shopping Basket with Unique Gifts for Everyone on Your List!

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz (845) 255-6277
handmadeandmore.com
Open Daily

The Healthy Choice for
Your Holiday Table!

Our gift certificates
make a great gift for the holidays
and a healthy New Year!

15 NEW PALTZ PLAZA
845-256-0256
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Taste of the Holidays

DRINK LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Celebrate the Holidays with Us!
Pre-NYE Celebration Dec. Sat. 27th,
7-10pm at Whitecliff Hudson!

Plus other fun and festive events
at both locations!

whitecliffwine.com/calendar/

Our award-winning wines are
Dperfect for gifts and parties.
Visit our Tasting Rooms for December Sales and Champagnes! Thurs-Mon 11:30-5:30
WHITECLIFFWINE.COM
GARDINER NY 845.255.4613 | HUDSON NY 838.209.9248

One location, two great places for

HOLIDAY PARTIES

Celebrate the
holidays with an
intfimate gathering
at Garvan’s.

We can accommodate up to 30 people with fireside dining
in our historic 18th century building.

Host your
holiday party at
Maggie Mae’s!
Our restaurant, with
incredible Shawangunk views,

can accommodate
up to 60 people.

Garvan'’s Maggie Mae’s
215 Huguenot St., 219 Huguenot St.,
New Paltz New Paliz

(845) 255-7888 (845) 255-1960

box or gingerbread cake with bourbon
buttercream.

Continuing the holiday cheer

The season’s shift invites chefs and
bakers throughout the Hudson Valley to
explore deeper, cozier flavors, and each
kitchen has its own way of celebrating
them. For example, executive pastry
chef of Bread Alone in Boiceville and
otherlocations Elizabeth Harrison says
that “winter is a fun time to use root
vegetables in baked goods like a sweet
potato biscuit or a savory Yukon gold
potato galette.”

A goat cheesecake is one of her fa-
vorite winter desserts is actually a goat
cheesecake.

“It definitely has more tanginess than
a traditional New York style, but the
goat cheese pairs so well with sweet
jams, mulled fruit or a rich nut crust,”
explained Harrison. Other options from
Bread Alone include limited-time offers
for this holiday season include orange
pecanbiscotti, cranberry cheesecake and
bouche de Noel.

Amanda Allen, co-owner of Meredith’s
Bread on Route 28 west of Kingston puts
a special twist on a holiday favorite that
you really can’t go without during the
holiday season. She spends a good deal
of time right now making handmade
gingerbread houses. That’sin addition to
the classic gingerbread men, of course.
When she’s not making that, she’s work-
ing on holiday sugar cookies, made from
all Hudson Valley ingredients with no
preservatives.

“There’s avery big connection between
nostalgia and food,” said Allen. “That’s
sortof where my approachis comingfrom
in terms of creating new products. You
really want that emotional connection
to people. It’'s more than just making
what you want and selling it. It’s taking
people’s memories and making them
into a product.”

During the holiday season, that con-
nection between nostalgia and food is
heightened even more with family and
friends gathering together. Frank Cor-
daro of La Deliziosa in Poughkeepsie
sees customers come in year after year,
watching them grow up right in front of
his eyes. “I have a lot of people come in
and share memories because it’s been so
long and is generational,” said Cordaro.
“Youre helping customers from birth
to death.”
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They make mustaccioli cookies, a
Christmas recipe from the southern
region of Italy with honey, spices and
chocolate. It’ssimilarto gingerbread, but
not quite. They also sell Italian wedding
cookies, Mexican wedding cookies and
Russian tea cakes this time of year. But
Cordaro says that the cannolis are by
far a customer favorite. They offer both
traditional cannolis and a cannoli dip,
which has gained popularity over the
year. “We've had people say to me that
it’s not a holiday unless La Deliziosa
is on the table,” said Cordaro. “It’s so
heartfelt. We're very happy we're a part
of people’s lives.”

csl
e

Find Unique Handcrafted Gifts,
Fabulous Women’s Fashion
and loads of Holiday Cheer

on Tinker Street, when you
Shop Local in Woodstock!

idPearl Boutique
69 Tinker Street Woodstock NY
shopidPearl.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Serving Breakfast,
Lunch, and Dinner

7am - gpm
Also serving
beer &wine
Specials Daily

3542 mainst.
stoneridge, ny
12484

845.687.0022
theroostinstoneridge.com [i

“fresh homemade cooking”

DAILY DELIVERY TO
NEW PALTZ, GARDINER,
HIGHLAND AND WALLKILL

eadbw5cent’

—extmm’d’inar\/ f[owers

> MAGNIFICENT HOLIDAY
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS

> GORGEOUS POINSETTIAS

STOP IN TO SEE US!
M-F 9:30 - 5 SAT. 9:30 -1

Ei® WWWMEADOWSCENT.COM

GARDINER ¢ 2356 ROUTE 44/55
845-255-3866

Hoffman House Tavern
Happy Holidays

Jfrom Our Family to Yours!

New Year’s Eve Dinner 4 - 9 pm
Reservations Recommended

(Gift Certificates Available ]

(845) 338-2626
94 N. Front Street, Kingston

thehoffmanhousetavern.com
Closed Sunday and Monday

New York-Style Pastry

CANNOLI « NAPOLEON
BISCOTTI « ITALIAN PASTRY

CELEBRATING 51 YEARS!

Without the Travel!

COOKIES « TIRAMISU
STRUFFOLI « GINGERBREAD
CAKES « GLUTEN-FREE ITEMS

10 MT. CARMEL PLACE, POUGHKEEPSIE o 845-471-3636 « LADELIZIOSANY.COM

HAVE A
HAPPY
HOLIDAY
SEASON!

Unbeatable Selection at Everyday Low Prices

Purveyors of Fine Wine & Spirits Since 1960

WINE TASTINGS

Thur. & Fri. 4-7 pm, Sat. 1-4 pm
EVERYDAY IS SENIOR

DISCOUNT DAY!

Curbside and Delivery Available

(Contact Store for Details)

845-336-5155 | 15 Boices Lane (Harbor Freight Plaza), Kingston, NY

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-9pm | Sunday 117am-5pm




18 HV1 Holiday

Gift & event guide

The thought that counts

Why gift cards are the most popular present

by Zac Shaw

ET’S BE HONEST: a gift card

is an apology in an envelope.

It says, “I care about you

deeply, but not enough to drive

from store to store in holiday traffic or

spend hours online searching for the
perfect gift.”

In 2025, that’s fair. About two-thirds
of Americans are living paycheck to
paycheck. Who has the time, money
or emotional bandwidth to perfectly
calibrate a scented candle to someone’s
vibe when the median rent in Ulster
County is nearly 30% of average house-
hold income?

In 2024, Americans bought $308 bil-
lion worth of gift cards, representing a
45% jump over four years. Surveys show
around 55% of Americans give gift cards
for the holidays. The most popular holi-
daygiftisnolonger gadgets or garments.
It’s store credit.

Artistic Renovations
CHAIR CANING

Furniture repair and sales | Free estimates
hankmildew@gmail.com | 845-750-2298

ICE ARENA

Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating A

Public Open Skating Admissions
S6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free.

Public Drop In Hockey,/Sticks & Pucks S8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - 53 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

\/
Skate Sharpening - S5 a pair )/ -

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES ¢ PRO SHOP
845-247-2590 | kiwanisicearena.com | 6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

ZAC SHAW

Don’t you dare buy a gift certificate to a big box store!

Agiftcardisreallyjustcashinacostume,
but socially, we pretend there is a mean-
ingful difference. While fewwould ever be
totally disappointed toreceive cash, it feels
blunt and transactional, like compensat-
ing someone for a relationship rendered.
“Thank you for another year of emotional
labor. Here’s your year-end bonus.”

Instead, a gift card says, “We're close
enough that I have noticed your con-
sumer behavior. Next swipe’s on me.”

There’s no uncertainty to wade through
when buying plastic IOUs as presents.
It’s not a wildly inaccurate guess about
someone’s personality in sweater form,
a mass-manufactured, landfill-bound
bauble from Amazon, or an object the gift
recipientlovessomuchtheyalreadyhaveit.

The only way to really screw up giving
a gift card is to buy it at the wrong place.
Amazon, Target and Walmart do not
need your help having a nice quarter.
They are going to be fine. They have
rockets and data centers. Your $50 gift
card to a big-box chain will vanish into
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Sheve Hellev's

FABUL
FUR

S
E

Live edge
furniture.
Robots.
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday
thru Sunday. And
sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY

(845) 750 3035
fabulousfurnitureon28.com

‘@)Dedrick’s

OUR GIFT SHOP HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Ho|iday Home Decor, Ornaments, Jewe|ry, Greeting Cards,
Women's Accessories and C|o+hing, Candles, Kitchen Accents,

Table Linens and Tablet Men's Personal re Products,
" y Clothes ecor
Mon-Fri 8:30-6:00 | Sat 8:30-5:00 | Sun 8:00-1:00

190 Main Street, New Paltz | 845-255-0310
ded ricksphormocy.com f

Holiday gift giving
can be stressful
but Houst can help.

We have thoughtful,
sustainable, fun, and
professional gifts
for everyone on
your list.

Shop local and
see your gifts
bring smiles.

845.679.2115

4 Mill Hill Rd.
Woodstock, NY

housthardware.com
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aspreadsheet cell, eventually turn-
inginto share buybacks and anew
self-checkout lane.

You only have one job: Buy
gift cards fromlocal businesses,
many of which are struggling
in one way or another in
these uncertain economic
times. Keep the money in
the community. Help sus-
tain the kinds of businesses
you want to see survive for
years and decades to come.

Luckily, pretty much every-
one offers gift cards (or certifi-
cates) these days, so no need to
gothrough alaundrylist of ideas.
Just pick a spot you know your gift
recipient spends money at, and with
almost zero effort, you've

acquired a giftthatwillbe  Gift certificates can be
appreciated on both ends ~ presented in beautiful
of the transaction. and creative ways.

Keep in mind that between 10% and

19% of gift card balances go unre-

deemed at any given time, while 6%
of cards are never used at all.

Americans currently siton rough-

ly $23 billion in unused balances.

Most of that is tied up in large

corporations, but for a small

business, that additional rev-

enue could meanthedifference
between “barely hanging on”
and “we can afford those repairs
after all”

Giftcardsare pure profit on their
own, and the tendency for consumers
to spend a bit more than what’s on the

card only makes them more financially
appealingtobusinesses. An estimated 61%
of spenders go over the gifted budget by an

average of about $30.
Another key factor driving the popularity of gift cards:
Theyareawayto give experiencesthat can’tbe wrapped. In our
late-stage capitalist culture, consumer behavior continues to

OPEN DAILY 9am-9pm,
EASY SHOPPING ONLINE,

IN-STORE & DELIVERY

Opt to Adopt!

We have the
perfect pet for youl!
Looking to adopt a dog or cat?

Thinking about volunteering
your time or making a
donation to help us care
for over 200 animals waiting
for homes right now?

Come visit us Tuesday -
Saturday noon - 4pm.

Appointments required for
volunteering and adoptions.

Visit our
Adoption Center at
PetSmart in Kingston

Heart

of the

CatsKkills

Humane Society J

P.O. Box 88
46610 State Hwy 10, Delhi, NY
(607) 746-3080
info@heartofthecatskills.org

Visit our
Gifts from the Heart Store,

located on the shelter grounds.
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shift toward valuing experiences more
than objects. Thenumbers are quite stag-
gering — depending on the study, 60%
to 90% of Americans say they’d rather
receive an experience than a physical gift.

There is, however, one more pitfall to
consider: the faux pas of treating the gift
card as a recruitment tool for your own
tastes. It'stempting to use giftingtonudge
people toward your favorite new restau-
rant or your friend’s artisanal boutique
mercantile refillery cafe. In reality, you
mightbe handing them homework unless
they’ve specifically told you otherwise. It’s

Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah
and Happy New Year from
our families to yours!

MOUNTAIN VALLEY MANOR

“In our home, you are on your own
but never alone.”

NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Owned and operated locally
by the DePoala Family

Full Medical Coordination

Unmatched Recreational
Activities

Voted Best
Physical Fitness, Housekeeping Assisted Livin
Art & Musical and Laundr e %
Programs Service 4 n thedgud_sg.n_ Va ley
_Inclusive Living
Dietary Transportation aa  NoFees, No Deposits, No Worries
Monitoring of & 24 Hour F%Eﬁ 845.331.1254 —
Hi O%i'zfoked P ersg:flfr(;;” & mountainvalleymanor.com

Go Titan

Y & {

DON'T'PUT UP.WITH DIRTY, SMELLY WATER!-
We will solve:any /all of your water issues -

from bg:,té’ria to clay and everything in between.

Contact us for dependable drilling
contractors who ensure your water
systems are operating as they should.

From well drilling to water testing, we meet every need.
1:800:GOZTITAN
b | |

EITAN
B Drilling

Corpa. ;81575861000

264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406 | www.titanwelldrillingny.com

Find us on Facebook
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Fereeqesteed

Vz
(/))(1/4./

Now accepting
new students!
Register now

845.246.4316 or
saugertiesballet.com

845.679.6801

Located in
Kingston,
serving all of

Ulster County!

d Respite
Activities
Adult Services)
rs & Resources

Visit Us: 300

Follow Us: n ||

[CUEREHO)

BACK HOME

CANNABIS DISPENSARY
ROUTE 209 | STONE RIDGE, NY

PUNARCOLADA] PUNKEVELONL]

Gift
certificates
for local
businesses
make great
stocking
stuffers.

cooltointro-

duce something

new that’s adjacent to their current
spending tastes, but it comes off a tad
narcissistic when you come at a recipi-
ent like, “Here’s some money, but I get to
decide where you spend it.”

Have welostsomethingasacultureand
society now that the hastily acquired gift
card has dominated the hand-wrapped
gift product in the market? Perhaps. In
traditional gift-giving, there’s a narra-
tive, a story that says, “I pondered our
relationship and experiences together,
browsed many options and narrowed it
down, and packaged it to maximize the
thrill of surprise.”

Ain’t nobody got time for that. We may
havelostsome oftheritual in the frenetic
pace of modern life, but the spirit and
meaning of giving persist.

Onelasttip: Keep thereceipt. Youcan't
return it for store credit, but systems fail,
cards don’t activate, stuff happens. The
card says, “I thought of you.” The receipt
says, “And I can prove it, if customer
service tries to gaslight you.”

Rather than being an act of minimum
viable thoughtfulness, giving a gift card
continues to grow as the most popular
holiday present option for a number
of really good reasons: It’s one of the
best ways to support local businesses,



Gift & event guide

HV1 Holiday 23

demonstrates your thoughtfulness and
generosity, gives the recipient what they
likely want more than a product — an
experience — and gives you time to
pursue your own wants and needs in a
hecticsociety and challenging economy,
i.e., binge-watching videos to forget
another payment is due.

Travel Makes

the Perfect Gift!
Experiences make MEMORIES...
A gift you have your whole life!

9 Night Private Driver & Coach Tour
of Ireland & Northern Ireland

July 14-24, 2026

Belfast, Derry, Donegal, Enniskillen & Dublin
Bushmills, Giant’s Causeway,
Slieve League, Newgrange

$4,200 plus air

GH“ISE I ln"“insE

€
¥
4, oee——

¥ COMPLETELY PERSONALIZED VACATIONS

Kathe Kraus 845.489.8918
KKRAUS@CruisePlanners.com
www.Dream-Journeys.com

certificates
available

e

Massage is a wonderful gift
and the holiday season is
the perfect time for a deeply
relaxing and therapeutic
massage.

Schedule an appointment with one of
our NY Licensed Massage Therapists.

Dale Montelione Grust, LMT Director

96 Plains Road - New Paltz, NY
845- 255- 2188
PURCHASE GIFT CERTIFICATES OR

SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLINE AT:
www.massagenewpaltz.com

Jacobs Music Center

“Your Local Full Service Music Center”

Instruments * Instruction * Band Rentals * Repairs

Give the Gift of Music!
Gift Cards & Layaways
Large Selection of Instruments

F &

B Accessories __ . Ukulele

Mol Music Lessons)

Guitar, Piano, Voice, Bass, Ukulele,

Drums, Banjo, Flute, Sax, Clarinet

Seasoned Professional Instructors
Serving the Hudson Valley since 2000

1 MILTON AVE. - HIGHLAND - (845) 691-2701
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HVT’s DIY Holiday Gift Guide

A secondhand, local, crafty DIY gift gioing guide

by Karlie Flood

VERYTHING FEELS DIY

these days. Between the
economy and spending

habits lessening, the seis-

mic amount of textile waste, Gen
Z’s emphasis on sustainability, and
both thrifting and crafting hob-
bies becoming popular, people are
shifting to using what they have
instead of adding something new.
Part of this mindset is fueled by
social mediatrends. Craftsand DIY
activities—and short-form hacks or
tutorials that are often trending on
social media-have become a larger,
more regular part of our culture.
The results from the 2025 Trend
Report by Michaels’ craft store
demonstrate “afundamental shiftin
howpeopleare creating, coping and
connecting as crafting moves from
a niche hobby to an essential part
of modern life.” Notable statistics
from the 2025 report include: DIY
decor searches (+146%) personal-
ized giftsearches (+719%) craft club
searches +850%, beginner-friendly
craft searches +99.5%, and guided

crafts kits searches have increased
+69%.

Although Michael’s might be a
slightly biased source for all things
crafting, the local market scene
seems to also support the idea that
craftingand DIY arebecomingvery
popular. Here in the Hudson Valley
area businesses are opening that
support a secondhand and local
crafting mentality. They are provid-
ing places to shop, craft and create
forthe holidays and beyond without
having to shop at big box stores.

Here in our local communities
these places have become a way to
connect in person, to do something
fun and to get away from social
media and online shopping.

Here are some places to shop this
season to help the planet, your wal-
let,and your community by sourcing
materials from small businesses
specializing in thrift, salvage, craft
stores, and markets in the Hudson
Valley. Whetheritbe forinspiration,
accessories, or a statement piece to
base your gift on, there’s something

Second Wave Supplies in Beacon.

for everyone. And if you aren’t the
crafty type, you can still support
local artists by visiting one (or all!)
of these shops.

Beacon
Second Wave Supplies

333 Fishkill Ave

Art/craft supplythrift store by an artist.
Every craft you can imagine, used, and
very affordable

Catskill
Little Art Supply Shop

444 Main Street

Art supply store owned by artist Rani
Ban

Free locker with art supplies during
business hours
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Prepare your car for a Winter Wonderlanﬁf** o

All Phases of Mechanical Repairs Get your '
Tune-Ups ¢ Tires * Brakes ¢ Oil Changes Snow Tires Tod’ay.
24 HOUR TOWING GREAT GIFTS!
e (%MM@
279 Broadway
!. St Place Port Ewen, NY Up to $150°°
Tire & Auto  (845)339-4296 dn rebates on

Have a Very Merry Christmas

Karrze

Truck & Trailer Repair, Inc.

Truck, Trailer and Auto Repair
24 Hour Towing

655 Abeel St., Kingston, NY
845-384-6002

Kal'l'ze Roll 03§ Dumpster Rentals

for the DIY homeowner or Commercial Builders
10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 yard roll-offs

Servicing Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Columbia Counties

Yhen Cfunistimas and & Happy Yiew Yean!
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Saugerties

MLE X Chambers Vintage

228A Main St
Handmade accessories and curated
vintage clothing

Quick Brown Fox

217 Main St
Stationary, art supplies, and gifts

Kingston
Zaborski’s

27 Hoffman St.
Architectural salvage gem

Rewind Kingston

612 Broadway
Affordable thrift, vintage, deadstock,
used books, history, gifts, stickers
Free craft cafe.
Date with a Book ($8).

Thank you for your patronage throughout the year
“Whatever you need to get your car in shape this winfer...
You’ll find it all under one roof!”
Foreign and Domestic ® Wholesale ® Retail ® Auto & Truck
Whatever you drive... We’ve got the parts!

Lels Auts Darts KE

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 70 YEARS!
39 St. James St., Kingston

SERVING
HeAREA  (845) 331-7500 ¢ lynchautoparts.com
;g'igﬁf Open 6 Days ® Closed Sundays

Mike Koskie, Owner
(845) 338-1377; Cell: (845) 417-5869 | 3059 Route 32, Kingston, NY

Gift idea: You can cheat by getting a gift that is already DIY. Offerings
from Rewind Kingston include this DIY Collage Journal Kit ($10) and Blind

Spiral Mirror

635 Broadway Studio Left
Used books, crystals, tinctures, and
community events

Red Owl

25 Cornell St

10,000 square footantique, vintage and
design store with various vendors from
vintage to modern

Your Mom and the Swan

26 Downs Street
Eclectic thrift shop from the owners
of Lite Brite

Free to Thrift
104 Smith Street

Happy Holidays!

Complete Auto Body Repair * Foreign & Domestic

845-687-7868

1032 Berme Rd, High Falls, NY
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The new thrift store opened just a few
days ago in Midtown Kingston with
community minded areas such as free
baby clothes section

Department of Things

115 Abeel Street

“A collection of useful and useless
things.” Art supplies, gifts, and screen-
printing classes! Bring a shirt or sweater
toscreenprintsomething on! The owner
Kristin can literally print anything you
want onto anything cotton.

Westkill Supply

602 Broadway Unit 2

This is an event, not a store

Gift Idea: Vintage Board Game Night
Wed. Dec 10. 100+ vintage board games
to play (or buy). Get their favorite game
and personalize it. Find a deck of cards
and draw/paint/collage on them.

Chicory Naturalist

25 Broadway
Nature, education, gifts, books, and
something for everyone

Maison Apres

101 Abeel Street

Sustainable and handmade pieces
boutique, art gallery, community space
and cafe

Gift idea: Thurs, Dec 11 Mending $10.
Bring an item to Mending Night at

Minnetonka Slippers,
Socks, Cozy Pajamas,
Puzzles, Soaps &
Candles, Games & Toys

Homemade Fudge

We are packed to the rafters
with fun, practical and
hard-to-find merchandise.
Come visit us for a unique
shopping experience.

84 Main St., Phoenicia, NY 12464
www.nesteggshop.com (845)688-5851
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Maison Apres or get a customer altera-
tion. Embroider something on it like a
heart, a word, or initials and you have
the perfect gift.

Mother Make Me
61 Broadway

New jewelry and charm shop in the
Rondout

 —2025—

HOLIDAY PROMOTIONAL COUPON

100 Gyt Certieate

20% DISCOUNT.

YOU PAY ONLY $80 CASH

This certificate cannot be used for gratuities

\395 ALBANY AVENUE KINGSTON, NY 12401 « (845) 331-7646)

that keeps on giving
WEEK AFTER WEEK.

This giftincludes WEEKLY Hudson Valley
One newspapers and MONTHLY Hudson
Valley One magazines. Thank you for
supporting local journalism.

Give the gift

FROM:

name: name:

street address: street address:

town/city: state_ zip town/city: state_ zip
phone: email: phone: email:

Keeping it local counts!!!
Print or online $55, or both $75 for the year

HV1 Digital $6.00 —1month access to all online HV1 articles. First 30 days for $1, then billed monthly.

Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.
Go to: https://hudsonvalleyone.com/holiday-gift-subscription/
or call: 845.334.8200

Chicory Naturalist made this
graphic about the benefits of
shopping at small businesses.

Tivoli
Thrift 2 Fight

48 Broadway
Thrift + vintage that funds grass roots
organizations

Fabulous Yarn

60 Broadway
The title says it all

Woodstock
Hedgehog and Moss

4 Deming Street, 2nd Floor
“A place for people who make things out
of yarn.” Store, classes and gatherings

Two Holiday Markets
to Check Out:

BLOK Party Market

CCE, 16 Cedar Street, Kingston

Dec. 13, 11-6pm

BIPOC musicians, artists and mak-
ers in the Hudson Valley to showcase
their crafts in just environments that
are inclusive and center those who are
most marginalized presented by Blok
Collective.

Big Towel Holiday Market x Enoki

5 Palatine Street, Germantown

Dec. 14, 11-5pm

Public sauna, vendors, and food

Theflyerstates: “Local businesses. Keep
the money in our world.”

Tag us on social media if you make a
gift at @hudsonvalleyone.
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Local
stories
matter

Gaft the discovery of
Hudson Valley's independent presses

29

by Cloey Callahan

HIS HOLIDAY SEASON, when

youre searching for that

perfect gift, consider some-

thing written, designed and

printed right here in the Hudson Val-
ley. A book can be more than a story.
It can be a keepsake of place, a re-
cord of the people who shaped it and
a way to keep local creativity alive.
Independent presses across our region
do just that. They take chances on local
authors, preserve history that might
otherwise fade and publish work that
captures the Catskills and Hudson Val-
ley in all their complexity. Buying from

COME JOIN «wa
AT MOUNTAINVIEW STUDIO
20 MOUNTAINVIEW AVE.
WOODSTOCK. NY
SAT & SUN | DEC 13TH & 14TH
11AM-5PM
CLOTHING, JEWELRY, ART, FOOD AND MORE!

them supports the storytellers, editors
and designers who make our region’s
voice heard.

We talked to three local presses, each
with deep roots and a gift-worthy title
for this holiday season. Here’s what they
had to share.

Black Dome Press
Schenectady, NY

When Steve Hoare joined Black Dome
Pressin1993,itwasn’tbecauseheknewthe
publishing industry. “I had no experience
in publishing myself,” he said. “My friend
had started the press three years earlier,
and when the work started piling up, she
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asked me to help. We learned together.”

Hoare eventually bought the business
in 2011 and has worn every hat since:
publisher, editor, packer, marketer and
bookkeeper. “Inasmall press, therearen’t
strict job titles,” he says. “One day I'm
editing, the next I'm unloading books
from a tractor-trailer.”

Black Dome, which was originallybased
in Windham, specializes in local history
and outdoor guides, all centered withina
100-mile radius of Albany, including the
Hudson Valley, Catskills, Berkshires, and
beyond. “If you stretch the focus too far,
you lose what makes these stories local,”
said Hoare. “People want to read about
the places they hike, the towns they live
in, the histories they’ve heard about their
whole lives.”

Among his proudest publications are
“In Defiance," which compiles runaway
slave notices from 18th-and 19th-century
New York, and “Legacies on the Land:
Historic Houses, Hamlets and Land-
scapes of Southern Ulster County," a
richly illustrated book about historic
homes in Ulster County. “We have an
ethical responsibility to get the facts
right,” Hoare says. “When people pick
up a Black Dome book, they should be

able to trust that what they’re reading is
well researched and true”

As he prepares to scale back, turn-
ing 73 this December, Hoare says he’s
as committed as ever to keeping local
stories alive. “These authors put years,
sometimes decades, into theirbooks. The
least I can do is make sure their work
stays in print,” he said.

Gift pick: “From the Hudson to the
Taconics: An Ecological and Cultural
Field Guide to the Habitats of Colum-
bia County” by Anna Duhon, Gretchen
Stevens, Claudia Knab-Vispo & Conrad
Vispo. With over 750 full-color photo-
graphsand detailed habitat descriptions,
this book is perfect for nature lovers,
hikers, or anyone curious about the
landscapes that define our region.

Purple Mountain Press
Fleischmanns, NY

Purple Mountain Press began in 1973
when Wray and Loni Rominger opened
a small print shop in Fleischmanns. “At
first, they were just doing printing jobs
for other people,” said Rebecca Barry, a
current partner in the press, which re-
cently entered anew chapterunder fresh
leadership. “But in 1985, they decided

Packing ¢ Shipping & More

store4541@theupsstore.com
845.336.4UPS (4877)

to publish their first book, "The Last of
the Handmade Dams’ by Bob Steuding,
which ended up selling hundreds of cop-
ies in the first few days. The rest, as they
say, is history.”

Over the decades, the Romingers built
a catalog that reads like a love letter to
upstate New York, consisting of books
about natural history, military history,
folklore and the environment. The new
owners plan to keep that focus while
adding a few modern touches.

“Trade publishers have gotten bigger
and bigger over the years ... it has left
very little space for books of local and
regional interest,” said Barry. “We're
looking to keep this historic press going
by reprinting the best of what Purple
Mountain Press has already published
and publishing newimportant work that
complements that.”

This fall, Purple Mountain Press will
release a new edition of “The River
Indians: Mohicans Making History” by
historian Shirley Dunn, a Catskills native
who dedicated her life to documenting
Indigenous and early Dutch histories
of the region. The reissue includes a
foreword by Justin Wexler, cofounder of
Wild Hudson Valley. “Dunn, a Catskillian
by birth, was a pioneer in the study of
early Dutch and indigenous people of
the Catskills,” said Barry.

Running a small press, however, isn’t
without its challenges, such as having
limited time for meeting new authors,
editing manuscripts and publicizing
new books.

“Some of the ways we hope to over-
come this is by collaborating with local
historical societies and museums on
future projects; helping our authors
set up readings and other promotional
events; personally reaching out to indie
booksellersintheregion tosell ourbooks;
and keeping up a connection with our
readers through our monthly newsletter
and social media,” said Barry.

Gift Pick:“The River Indians: Mohicans
Making History” by Shirley Dunn. A
thoughtful gift for the local historylover.
This reissued classic shines new light
on the Mohican people of the Hudson
Valley and the early settlers who shared
their land.

Bushwhack Books
Woodstock, NY

“Bushwhack Books was born on a Sun-
day afternoon in early December 2009
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with our book launch at the Kleinert
James gallery for "'Walking Woodstock:
Journeysintothe Wild Heartof America’s
Most Famous Small Town, by myself
and Michael Perkins,” said cofounder
Will Nixon.

They’d written a “Walking Woodstock”
column for “Woodstock Times” for sev-
eral years by then, but had noidea it had
a following. Nixon described the gallery
asamadhouse, feelinglike Stephen King
signing copy after copy. Thebookbecame
the Golden Notebook’s best-selling pa-
perback thatyear,and Bushwhack Books
was off and running.

Named after Nixon’s off-trail hiking
adventures in the Catskills since 1996,
the press has gone on to publish many
titles, including a mix of poetry, essays
and local history, all marked by a sense
of place and community. Their second
release was “The Pocket Guide to Wood-
stock,” which was updated in 2019 and
“continues to sell and sell,” said Nixon.

Most of the literary writings published
were by Perkins. The loss of Perkins,
Nixon’s longtime collaborator and co-
founder, in 2022 to Parkinson’s, could
have marked the end. “It was a project
shared by the two of'us,” said Nixon. “But
what did the good poet tell us? 'Rage,
against the dying of the light.”

Bushwhack Books entered a new
phase. Recent releases include “Cross-
ing Divides: My Journey to Standing
Rock”byhistorian Vernon Benjamin and
“Nothing of Insignificance: Adventures
in Journalism” by longtime Woodstock
Times editor Brian Hollander.

Gift Pick: Nothing of Insignificance:
Adventures in Journalism by Brian Hol-
lander. For the journalist, writer or life-
long Hudson Valley resident in your life,
Hollander’s collection of essays captures
three decades of life, humor and change
across our small towns.

FOR ALL THREE PUBLISHERS, THE MES-
sage is the same: local stories matter. “If
I can make a book that helps someone
see their own backyard differently,” says
Hoare, “then I've done my job.”
Buyinglocal thisholiday season doesn’t
just support small businesses; it keeps
our shared history and creativity alive.
Whetherit’s ahiking guide tucked under
the tree, a volume of regional history on
the shelf, or a book of essays that feels
like home, there’s no better gift than one
written from and for the Hudson Valley.
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A place for people who
make things out of yarn

=

‘»
4




32 HV1 Holiday

‘g[unnwv

\N/
7/ \

Gift & event guide

NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 28

FENIMORE
FARMY i ace™

Sponsored in part by Bank of Cooperstown, a
unit of Wayne Bank; C.J. Heilig Foundation, Inc.;
and NYCM Insurance.

5775 ROUTE 80
COOPERSTOWN
A

*h

FENIMOREFARM.ORG/ R
VI 7S

GLIMMERNIGHTS




